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 Our school website has news and                                                                                                          
information about our school, including last minute  
information such as closure due to bad weather: 

 

         www.woolhamptonschool.org.uk   
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Chairmanôs Letter 

Dear Parents, 
 
Whether you are arriving at our school for the first time, or renewing past 
links, we welcome you to Woolhampton Church of England (Aided) 
Primary School. Good education is a partnership between children, 
teachers, parents and governors. We seek to build mutual understanding 
and trust between the partners and look forward to a long and happy 
association. Confidence in a school comes from knowing, and 
understanding, what is going on inside it. We hope that you will use every 
opportunity to make contact with us so that, through this co-operation, we 
may best achieve our joint responsibilities.  
 
Thank you for showing an interest in Woolhampton School. We hope you 
find this information useful. 
 
Visitors to the school are always welcome. Please telephone to make an 
appointment for a chat and a tour of the school. 
 
 
 
 
 
    

Graham Ward 
CHAIRMAN OF GOVERNORS 
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The Governors and staff aim to educate  
the children in their care;  

intellectually, socially, morally,  
aesthetically, physically and spiritually,  
and to enable every child to progress  

towards the realisation of his potential,  
within a school firmly based on  

Christian principles. 

Mission Statement 

Ethos Statement 

Recognising its historic foundation, the school will preserve and develop 
its religious character in accordance with the principles of the Church of 
England and in partnership with the Church at diocesan and parish 
levels. 
 
The school aims to serve its community by 
providing an education of the highest quality 
within the context of Christian belief and 
practice. It encourages an understanding of the 
meaning and significance of faith, and promotes 
Christian values through the experience it offers 
to all its pupils. 
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Our school is situated in a beautiful rural location, 
approximately one mile north of Woolhampton 
village. We are very proud of our local 
environment, which is used extensively to enrich 
and support childrenôs learning. We also use the 
locality to encourage children to respect the local 

and the wider environment.  
 

The original school building, now mainly used for assemblies, physical 
education and lunch, is a fine example of an early Victorian school. It was 
built in 1856 by the Countess of Falmouth to 
educate the children of the Woolhampton estate 
and village. A local dignitary, Mr James Blyth, 
purchased the school and gave it to the church. 
We are now a Church of England Aided School, 
maintaining close links with our local clergy and 
our neighbouring church, St Peters. 
 

In 1974 the four large classrooms in which the children now work, were 
opened by The Bishop of Reading. The school house, originally the home 
of the Headmaster, was acquired by the school from the Church in 2002 
and is used for music lessons, Special Needs and additional teaching 
and storage space. In 2004 the major building work to enlarge the school 
hall was completed.     
 

The school has a high computer/pupil ratio with a fast broadband 
connection. 
 

The school is a founder member of the Douai Field Association, giving us 
access to the Douai playing fields and tennis 
courts at the rear of the school. We have good 
links with our neighbouring private school, 
Elstree, and use a number of their superb 
facilities, including the purpose built sports hall 
and swimming pool. 

The School and the Environment 
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School Development Plan 

The annual School Development Plan is a detailed plan of school 
priorities developed by the head, staff and governors. The current 
priorities are continuing to improve standards of achievement across the 
school, with a particular emphasis on key stage one writing, to develop 
APP (Assessing Pupil Progress) system with initial emphasis on writing, 
to develop a theme based curriculum and continued improvement to the 
interior environment of the school. 

We have strong links with our local secondary 
schools, Theale Green School in Theale and 
Kennet School in Thatcham. 
 
There are meetings between the staff of these 
secondary schools and our staff to discuss 
continuity of the curriculum. 

Secondary Schools 

Woolhampton is one of 11 schools in the 
Federation, which enables member schools to 
share expertise and enhance the educational 
opportunities available to all pupils. 

Kennet and Theale Rural Schools 

The school actively promotes no smoking and has a no smoking policy 
as part of the Health and Safety and PSHE Policies. 

No Smoking 
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Life in School  

The School Day 

We aim for self-discipline, courtesy and consideration for others. We 
encourage pupils to respect the needs and wishes of all, and to take 
responsibility for their actions. The staff exercise the kind of control over 
the pupils that would be used by careful and responsible parents. 
 
Teaching staff and lunchtime controllers are available to listen to 
children's worries, and to solve them, before they become problems. 
Parents are encouraged to discuss worries sooner rather than later, with 
the child's teacher or with the Headteacher. 

Pastoral Care and Discipline  

Before children start school, all parents are invited to visit the school and 
meet the staff. The children spend some time in their new class in the 
term prior to starting as pupils. 

School begins at 8.50 am 
Break time 10.15 to 10.30 am 
Lunch break 11.50 to 1.05 pm For infants 
 12.05 to 1.05 pm For juniors 
School finishes 3.15 pm 
 
Time allocated to teaching day (excluding the daily Act of Collective 
Worship). 
 
Junior School: 4 hours and 45 mins 
Infants School: 4 hours and 30 mins 
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Children arrive after 8.30 am and go straight to the 
top playground. After school some children may 
have to wait for the minibus. Arrangements are 
made to supervise those children. 
 

No child will be allowed to leave the premises 
without the adult who is collecting them being identified by the supervisor. 
If there is to be a change to collection arrangements, the school must be 
informed by note or by telephone. 
 

In wet weather all children will wait in school until they are collected. Cars 
must not stop along the school frontage, on the zig zag lines, at any 
time. 
 

The Early Bird Club is available for pupils to arrive from 8.15 am. Details 
can be obtained from the School Office.  
 

Although the School does not run an after school club, there is an 
informal arrangement with Bradfield Sunshine Club.  Contact the Play 
Manager on 0794 6634 694. 

Before and After School Arrangements 

Absences from School 

When a child is absent from school, the school must be informed by 
telephone or email on the first day of absence. A child returning to school 
after an absence must bring a note of explanation. Failure to inform the 
school of a suitable reason for absence means that the absence is 
unauthorised and may therefore be referred to the relevant authority. 
 
Family holidays should not be taken during term time unless this is 
absolutely unavoidable. A holiday form can be obtained from the school 
secretary, or via the school website. This should be completed and 
returned to school to obtain authorisation from the Headteacher at least 
two weeks before the holiday is taken. Supporting references may be 
required. 
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We are fortunate enough to have our own kitchen, 
where a choice of two course meals are prepared 
every day. Packed lunches can also be provided 
by the kitchen during the summer. Children may 
choose to have these or bring their own packed 
lunches. If school lunches are chosen, they must be paid for in 
advance, either daily, weekly or monthly, by cash or cheque. Cheques 
should be made out to ñDolceò. Money must be sent in a container 
labelled with the childôs name.  It is Dolceôs policy that payment must be 
made within two days or else further meals will not be provided. 
 
Free school lunches: eligibility is limited to children whose parents are in 
receipt of:  
 

1. Income Support (IS) 
2. Income Based Jobseekers Allowance (IBJSA) 
3.   Support under Part VI of the Immigration Asylum Act 1999 
4.   Guarantee element of State Pension Credit 
5. Child Tax Credit, but who are not entitled to a Working Tax 
Credit, and whose annual income (as assessed by the Inland Revenue) 
does not exceed the Inland Revenue threshold.  
 

Proof of receipt of benefit is required. All those eligible for free school 
lunches are encouraged to apply to the school 
office, even if they do not intend to use the service 
regularly. 
 
Lunch times are supervised by our Midday 
Supervisor and two lunchtime controllers. 
 

Break time milk can be ordered via the school, or on-line. This service is 
free for under fives. 

Lunchtime 
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We have our own school minibus equipped with 
seatbelts which we use to transport pupils to and 
from school. Children who live within the schoolôs 
catchment area qualify for free transport. Application 
forms and details of routes and times are available 

from the school. Pupils who join school during the term they are five may 
use the service provided there is room. 
 
 
Extensive use is also made of the minibus to transport children to various 
educational and sporting events. 

The class structure will vary according to the number of children in the 
school. The current class structure is: 
 
Class 1:  Foundation and Year 1 
Class 2:  Year 2 and Year 3 
Class 3:  Year 4 and Year 5 
Class 4:  Year 6 
 
Children are grouped within each class according 
to their individual needs.  We take into account the 
aptitude, as well as the age of individual children. 
Mathematics is taught in year groups in years 4, 5 
and 6.  

Minibus 

Class Organisation 
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Every state school has a clearly defined curriculum that covers what must 
be taught to each child. However there are other learning opportunities 
which are not specifically covered in the National Curriculum but which 
contribute to the child's development. At Woolhampton we recognise that 
our children are not only influenced by the planned or taught curriculum, 
but that they also learn from a very important 'hidden' curriculum which is 
concerned with their personal growth as individuals.  

 
In all year groups we aim to teach the majority of 
subjects through carefully constructed topics.  
Mathematics, English and Science are taught as 
discrete subjects, but are often related to topic 
work. Extensive use is made of our local 
environment.  
 

Each member of staff is able to offer specialist expertise that is utilised to 
the benefit of the children. As the children get older, the tasks they are 
given demand more and more independent learning.  
 
French is taught in years 2 through to 6. 

The Curriculum 

The Core Subjects 

English:  Through the basic skills of speaking 
and listening, reading and writing, the children 
develop their abilities to communicate in a 
meaningful and constructive manner. They 
have access to fiction, non-fiction and 
reference material. There are many 
opportunities for drama, role-play, discussion and use of ICT. Through 
these teaching opportunities we aim to foster tolerance and a sense of 
responsibility. 
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Religious Education 

 

Mathematics: Children are given a wealth of mathematical experiences 
that will not only enable them to be thoroughly numerate, but will help 
them to enjoy mathematics for its own sake. They are encouraged to be 
innovative and purposeful, creative and rigorous. 
 

Science: Children learn to observe and explore 
problems, to predict and hypothesise, to interpret 
data and record findings. Through a rich variety of 
practical activities we aim to build on existing 
knowledge. We seek to make full use of the 
environment and to develop a caring attitude 
towards it. 

 

Information and Communication Technology 
(ICT) is taught throughout the school, with 
computers in every classroom as well as in two 
ICT suites. Our ICT curriculum is regularly 
reviewed and updated to take into account the 
rapid changes in computer technology. 
 

The Core Subjects (contd) 

Religious Education is taught in accordance with the West Berkshire 
agreed syllabus for Religious Education. This has been devised from 
guidelines issued by the Diocese of Oxford and the Local Education 

Authority. Our approach to this subject reflects 
our school's links with the Church of England. Our 
daily Act of Worship is held either as a whole 
school, or in key stage groups or classes. Parents 
may request that their child(ren) be withdrawn 
during religious worship and/or class lessons. 
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Sex Education will be given in appropriate context and at suitable times 
in the pupil's school career, e.g. the Infants may visit a farm during 
lambing. A significant part of sex education is taught through the 
compulsory science curriculum and the remainder through PSHE. 
 

The context for understanding human reproduction is firmly rooted in the 
family, stress being laid on Christian beliefs and 
the moral aspects of human sexuality. 
 

The governors' full policy on sex education is 
available on request or can be viewed on the 
School website. 

Sex Education 

All pupils have the right to a broad and balanced curriculum. Some pupils may 
need extra support in order to succeed in achieving their potential. Others may 
be of above average ability, and they too will require special help from the 
teacher. Teachers and governors at Woolhampton School are committed to 
identifying the needs of our children and to providing an active special needs 
programme tailored to the individual pupil.  The SEN Policy is implemented by 
the School, with procedures in place to support the identification and 
assessment of pupils; provision is made to assist pupils to access the 
curriculum.  The implementation of the policy is monitored by the SENCo and 
Headteacher and the Governors.  A copy of the policy is available on the school 
website or via the school office. 

Special Needs 

Physical Education 
Children have the opportunity to take part in 
gymnastics, dance, games, netball, athletics, swimming, 
outdoor and adventurous activities. In addition to our 
well equipped school hall we have access to Douai 
Park playing fields and Elstree School sports hall. 

We use a local swimming pool. Children take a variety 
of awards that extend their water skills and knowledge 
of water safety. 
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In Years 1 - 6, children will receive homework such as spellings to learn 
or tables to practise, or  work connected with a project. As the children 
get older they will be expected to complete more homework. In 
preparation for the demands of Secondary School, children in Year 6 are 
given a Homework Diary, where they record homework tasks. When 
homework is set, it is hoped that parents will lend support by encouraging 
children to complete the task. If children are unable to complete 
homework we ask parents to send in a note explaining the reason. 

Homework 

Our teachers are continually collecting 
information that enables them to make 
judgements about the children's learning. On 
entry to school, children are assessed, and this 
will determine their programme of work. Children 
are regularly assessed, both through tests and 
teacher assessment. Results of end of year assessment tests in English 
and Maths in Years 3, 4 and 5 are reported to parents. 
 

At the end of each Key Stage (Year 2 and Year 6) the children are 
assessed according to statutory guidelines. The results of this 
assessment will determine which level of the National Curriculum a child 
has achieved. The outcome of the assessment will be reported to 
parents. 

Assessment 

Examinations 

Test Week for the whole school, including SATs, is  
Monday 10th May-Friday 14th May 2010 

and absences during this week should be avoided at all cost. 
Dates for 2011 are : mid June 2011 
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At Woolhampton Primary School we consider 
extra-curricular activities to be a very important 
part of school life. Children are given the 
opportunity to take part in a variety of activities 
both in lunch hours and after school.   Examples 
of clubs run in the past two years: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The school enters a number of sporting competitions throughout the year. 
We aim to encourage excellence yet allow as many children as possible 
to realise their potential. 

Football Arts and Craft 

Tennis Musical Instrument Tuition 

Tag Rugby Choir 

Knitting Netball 

Rounders Kwik Cricket 

Kayaking Athletics 

Gardening Multiskills 

Science Computing 

Extra Curricular Activities 


